
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 



The 

Sure and Living 
~~ Faith 

By 
George A. Gordon, D.D. 



♦ ♦ ♦ 
♦ ♦ 



New York 

Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 

Publishers 



Copyright, 1908 
By Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 

Published September, 1908 
ID 



ST 

77 I 



i unyiBurr run, oambudo, u.b.a. 



The Sure and Living Faith 



And this is life eternal, that they should know thee the only 
true God, and him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ, 

—John 17:3 

t^^^ERHAPS it would not be too much to say 
\*J that in the Old Testament the prevailing 
** ' feeling is of the contrast between man's 
life and God's. " For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts." " Behold, 
thou hast made my days as handbreadths ; and 
mine age is as nothing before thee." "Behold, 
he putteth no trust in his servants ; and his angels 
he chargeth with folly; how much more them 
that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is 
in the dust, which are crushed before the moth ! " 
Doubtless the feeling of kinship with God is in the 
Old Testament, but it is in the background ; the 
feeling of the contrast between man and God is 
in the foreground. I know how many rapt and 
splendid passages may be cited against this view, 

in 
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how many great souls who lived in God may be 
called to witness against it, and yet I think it is 
true. The Old Testament is pervaded by the sense 
of God ; it is also pervaded by deep melancholy, 
and the melancholy springs from the sense of the 
brevity and sorrow of man's life. It is touched 
with the sadness that rests upon all finite things. 
The soul is in God as the bird is in the air, but 
its flight is pathetic and brief. 

The feeling of the contrast between man's life 
and God's is in the background in the New Tes- 
tament, and even there it is a spring of hope. 
" Or what man is there of you, who, if his son 
shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone ; 
or if he shall ask for a fish, will give him a ser- 
pent ? If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven give good 
things to them that ask him?" The prevailing 
feeling in the New Testament is of kinship between 
God and man. The foreground is filled with the 
sense of the one glorious life in which men and 
God share. Jesus calls to his disciples: "Love 
your enemies, and pray for them that persecute 
you ; that ye may be sons of your Father which 
is in heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
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and the unjust. ... Ye therefore shall be perfect 
as your heavenly Father is perfect" And here 
in the text is perhaps the greatest word of our 
Lord, spoken to God, as the greatest of human 
words often are spoken, " And this is life eternal, 
that they should know thee the only true God, 
and him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ." 
Here we have a great faith in an atmosphere of 
great freedom, a faith good for this world and for 
all worlds, a sure and living faith, unassailable, 
imperishable. Let me speak to you on this faith 
in its native, inalienable freedom. 



First, then, of the faith. We have in the words 
of the text a great faith concerning God. His 
life is boundless, infinite, absolute. It is like a 
shoreless sea ; it is like the unwalled and boundless 
spaces. It is limitless and inexhaustible as the air. 
It is being set free from all bounds, infinite in 
extent, infinite in excellence. It is infinitely wise 
and infinitely just. It gathers into one eternal 
experience all our moral ideals and lifts them to 
infinite heights. Such is the conception of God 
given in the text. The universe is centred in a 
soul of all fulness and all worth. Forever at the 
heart of all being is this spirit of inexhaustible life 
W 
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and inconceivable excellence. Our faith in God 
is faith in an eternal Soul of eternal worth ; and 
this is the faith that in the heart becomes, in the 
daytime, the loving-kindness of the Lord and his 
song in the night, that in the intellect makes 
theology a poem • — the epic of the Infinite Love, 
the drama of the Divine Compassion, that fills all 
time and all space, and that gives to them their 
high and solemn beauty. 

Indeed it may be said that here we have one 
great test of a true philosophy. Does it at last 
break into poetry as in early summer the trees and 
the flowers break into bloom ? Paul's reasoning on 
predestination, in his letter to the Romans, would 
have been earlier understood if it had been con- 
strued in the presence of his great ascriptions of 
praise : " O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and the knowledge of God." "Now to 
him who is able to stablish you • . .- according 
to the revelation of the mystery which hath been 
kept in silence through times eternal, but now is 
manifested ... to the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever." 
What bursts of praise these are in which Paul's 
reasonings terminate, what chants into which the 
speculative intellect finally breaks forth. And 
here Paul is no exception. All the great thinkers 
[61 
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end in this lyric passion. Edwards climbs the 
stairway of his reasoning, not always solid, again 
and again somewhat rickety, and comes at length 
to the vision of God and forthwith breaks into 
song. From this vision of the soul in whom are 
all fulness and all worth, in whom dwell the 
strength, the rapture and the hope of the world, 
we return to rebuild the logical stairway. If in 
Paul, Augustine, Luther, and Edwards, if in Plato 
and Aristotle, in Spinoza and Kant any revision 
of logical process and result is needed, it is pro- 
vided in all these men, and in the multitude of less 
influential minds whom they represent, by the 
rapture to which they rise in their final vision of 
God. When philosophy proceeds soundly in deal- 
ing with the Eternal, it ends in poetry. It is like 
some enchanted bird running toward the west, 
lured onward by the sunset splendor, and then, 
feeling that the heavenly beauty cannot be over- 
taken by the swiftest feet, it takes to its wings, 
and lived for a few great moments all dyed and 
transfigured in the silent, unutterable wonder. 

We have here a great faith concerning Jesus 
Christ. He is here in the fields of time living 
God's life. Here the reproduction of the moral 
being of God is perfect, that is, it is equal to the 
possibilities of the supreme single human person. 

in 
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The life of Jesus is wise, just, dutiful, merciful, 
masterful The excellence of God's experience 
shines in the experience of Jesus. As Jesus thinks 
and feels and serves, so God thinks and feels and 
serves, plus infinity. Under the forms of human- 
ity there is the veritable life of God. 

What think ye of Christ ? The oldest question 
of Christian faith is at the same time the most 
recent. The ancient categories are impressive; 
to many among us they seem to carry the being 
of Jesus and the being of our human race to the 
secret place of the Most High, to discover his 
origin and ours in the shadow of the Almighty. 
The Christ, the Logos, the Son of God, the only- 
begotten Son of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, are words that contain a philosophy 
of Jesus and of our entire humanity that seems to 
me profoundly true. I cannot think that these 
categories will always remain to Christian thinkers 
things in the air, dreams of the past, variations 
upon the great apostolic philosophies of the person 
of Jesus, born of ancient forms of thought now 
become obsolete. I must believe that philosoph- 
ical insight in the service of religion will again 
return; that profound thinking will once more 
become the recognized servant of profound living. 
When the psalmist says : 

(»1 
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" He counteth the number of the stars : 
He calleth them all by their names/' 

he does honor to the infinite intellect. It is great 
to walk under a star-crowned heaven ; that privi- 
lege is greater when the mystery of beauty reflects 
itself in an understanding mind. So in religion, 
to walk under the brightness of things eternal is 
great; but these things eternal wait for their greater 
influence over us till we can count them and call 
their names, till supernal realities are matched 
not only with wonder, but also with the insight 
and confidence of reason. The ancient thought 
of Jesus and our race that has bound him to the 
being of the Eternal and us through him has not 
perished. It is waiting till the discipline of the 
new time shall prepare the way of the Lord and 
bring in power a new version of an abiding faith. 
We are, as it were, walled in by our time-spirit as 
by great mountains. The origin of the light by 
which we live and make our great discoveries and 
work our wonders is not now obvious; but the 
hours are only morning hours, and though the 
mountains are high, the ancient and all-victorious 
sun will «oon overleap them, and we, like men of 
old, shall see his face. 

Meanwhile we have in the text a great faith. 
It is a faith rising up out of the prayer of Jesus. 
[9] 
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Jesus, according to his own word, is the apostle of 
God, the supreme sharer in time of the life of God, 
the sovereign reproduction in the earth of the 
eternal justice and kindness. If this faith does 
not meet all the needs of the intellect, it appeals 
mightily by its indefiniteness and majesty to the 
imagination ; if it does not fully satisfy the philo- 
sophic craving, it answers in an infinite way to 
the cry of the conscience and the hunger of the 
heart. For when we can see in Jesus the thinker 
and doer and sufferer and victor, the Eternal 
thinker and doer and sufferer and victor, we have 
come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living 
God. 

We have in the text a great faith about man. 
Many would say that upon this faith depend all 
others. It would not be an extreme statement to 
say that the central question in our human world 
is this, What is man ? The conflict of the ages 
rages round that centre. As we answer that ques- 
tion we find ourselves close to the eternal soul of 
things or the mere incident of the years, able to 
rise to the full dignity of manhood or degraded to 
complete community of being with the beast of 
the field, joining hands with an unseen host, 
enduring as seeing him who is invisible, leaning 
upon the bosom and hearing the heart-beat of the 

[10] 
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Infinite; or, alien, dispersed, friendless, waiting 
upon death and the sad benediction of oblivion. 

Here our faith is a call to be up and doing 
while it is day. It is a call to heroism. Man 
is here to repeat in the fields of time, and under 
the limitations of his manhood, the moral life of 
his Maker — his wisdom, his justice, his mercy, 
his mastery of the world. ' As the disciple of his 
teacher, as the friend of his greater friend, as the 
son the spirit of his father, so man, after the ex- 
ample of Jesus, is here to repeat in human society 
the moral life of the social God. Illustrations of 
things so high are perhaps vain. Still we think 
in symbols, and a poor symbol is not altogether 
worthless. There is great music in a Beethoven ; 
there is great music rendered by an apostle of 
Beethoven ; there is that same music rendered by 
all musicians throughout the world. There is the 
moral life, the eternal symphony in God ; there 
is that moral life, that eternal symphony rendered 
by the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the apostle and 
high priest of our profession ; there is that moral 
life, that eternal harmony calling upon all the sons 
of God in all the earth to allow it to repeat its 
power and joy and hope in them. 
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II 

We are now ready to consider for a few moments 
the freedom and sureness which this faith brings 
with it. It brings freedom from the critical diffi- 
culties of the day. These critical difficulties are 
of three kinds ; they relate to the record of reve- 
lation, the reality of miracle, the truth of certain 
forms of doctrine. Who wrote the Bible? when 
was it written? under what conditions did its vari- 
ous parts come into existence? what sections of it 
are whole and what are composite ? are questions 
addressed to the scientific intellect of the world. 
They are outside the sphere of religion as con- 
ceived by the text. These questions may call for 
ages of discussion before they can be finally settled. 
It may be that they can never be finally settled. 
Religion, the Christian religion, is indifferent to 
no knowledge, yet it is independent of this whole 
noble controversy. It relegates this debate to 
those who are fitted to carry it on. It is not a 
debate in religion except in so far as all debates 
are in religion ; it is a debate in the competent and 
conquering scholarship of the world. 

There is the question of the reality of miracle. 
Here is another of the grand debates of history. 
[18] 
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Are miracles true or are they mere legends ? The 
question is important, but it is not supremely 
important. Miracles do not occur to-day; whether 
they occurred in the history of the people of 
Israel, in the public ministry of Jesus, is a serious 
question, but it is not an essential question. It 
may be answered either with " yes " or with " no " 
and leave untroubled the conception of Christianity 
given in the text. Again, the question of the 
reality of miracle is a question to be settled by 
the intellect of man. Let the debate go on ; let 
it be a fair debate, and let the spirit in which it is 
conducted be the love of truth. It is a debate 
about a question that may not be settled in a thou- 
sand years. Indeed, it would seem as if nothing 
more could be attained on either side than high 
probability. Concerning events in the life of 
Jesus which took place two thousand years ago, 
and which have never been repeated, and events 
in that same divine career that are to-day making 
character among all the nations of the earth, there 
is a contrast as great as that between east and 
west. All in Jesus Christ that is reproducible in 
the life of to-day is open to verification ; all that 
is simply and only of the past is not open to veri- 
fication. We may believe that he walked on the 
sea, that he stilled the tempest with a word, or 
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we may regard this belief as contrary to natural 
law and that it did not occur; in neither case can 
we be sure. Therefore the debate stands outside 
the assurance in which the religious soul dwells. 

Our sons go to schools of science; there they 
learn that science knows no such thing as miracle; 
there they learn that a natural consequent is never 
without a natural antecedent. I do not say that 
science comprehends the whole truth. I do say 
that it is not wise for fathers and mothers to tell 
these sons that Christianity and miracle stand or 
fall together, that if Jesus is true, miracle is real ; 
if miracle is not real, Jesus is not true. That 
attitude seems to me fatal so far as it may be 
influential. Your student of science comes to 
have complete confidence in science, and if you 
will not allow to him religion without miracle, 
you do your best to make religion for him an 
impossibility. Let the teacher of religion take 
the ground that religion is independent of miracle, 
that miracle may be real or unreal and Christianity 
in its essence stand unaffected ; that whether mir- 
acle is or is not real is a question to be settled by 
the intellect of the world, that it cannot be settled 
off-hand either for or against, that it must wait 
till it has been resolved in the crucible of reason. 
Let there be free, full, fair debate, with no 
[1*1 
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contempt on either side and no unwarranted 
conclusions. 

There was a time when certain forms of doctrine 
were regarded as of the essence of Christianity. 
We now see that the philosophy of religion, while 
profoundly influential, is something different from 
religion itself. Philosophies of religion may differ 
widely ; they may differ in their various degrees 
of adequacy ; they all must be forever inadequate 
if religion is man's share in the life of the Eternal. 
We can calmly watch the vanishing procession of 
the dynasties of dogma, as long and impressive 
and melancholy as the dynasties of the Egyptian 
kings, if we believe that the reality of which these 
are the successive and imperfect servants abides 
and must forever abide. The only essentials of 
the Christian religion are souls — the soul of God, 
your own soul, the souls of all men, and the great 
mediatorial soul of Jesus Christ. All else is but 
staging to the mighty cathedral. Let time, if it 
will, tear all other things to the ground, this great 
building of God in the souls of his children 
through the soul of Jesus will stand in its own 
strength. Our religion is a republic of souls ; our 
universe is a universe of souls, our God is the 
Eternal soul; the reality of man is his soul; the 
distinction of Jesus is in his mediatorial souL 
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Other things may be true or they may not be true ; 
let the noble intellect of man working through time 
in the love of truth decide, God in Christ and 
in our souls is our refuge and strength, therefore 
we will not fear, though the earth do change and 
though the mountains be shaken into the heart of 
the seas ; though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the mountains tremble with the 
swelling thereof. There is a river, the streams 
whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy 
place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 

" God is in the midst of her ; 

She shall not be moved. 

God will help her and that right early." 
Another emancipation of the faith inspired by the 
text concerns the duration of life. The emphasis 
should be placed not upon duration of existence, 
but upon the quality of it. Let questions of 
duration go, or let them become secondary ; strike 
for worth of soul first, last, all the time, and the 
question of duration will settle itself. Strive now 
to live the life of the eternal justice. Seek now 
to share in God's existence of infinite honor. The 
question of immortality is not reasonably raised 
till it is raised over the fate of worth. Plato saw 
that. He raised the question of destiny over the 
grave of the greatest and best soul that he had 
[16] 
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ever known. The capacity for worth has weight 
in the argument ; but the fact of attested tran- 
scendent worth is the beginning of all serious 
belief in immortality. We must cease construct- 
ing curious arguments and begin in earnest to 
create vast moral values ; we must gain new visions 
of the moral worth of good men, the moral worth 
of mankind; we must stand with Peter in the 
presence of the supreme character before we can 
say with him it is impossible that death should 
have dominion over him* When we put our whole 
emphasis upon the life in God here and now, when 
we can sing with the psalmist, we shall rest in his 
assurance: 

" Nevertheless I am continually with thee ; 

Thou hast holden my right hand. 

Thou wilt guide me with thy counsel, 

And afterward receive me to glory. 

Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 

And there is none upon earth that I desire besides 

thee. 
My flesh and my heart faileth , 
But God is the strength of my heart and my portion 

forever." 

Here, finally, is our gospel for mankind. Our 
philosophies of religion will have to meet and do 
battle with others of their kind. Questions of the 
[17] 
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scientific intellect at home remain questions of 
the scientific intellect at the ends of the earth. 
The history of the Bible cannot be settled by our 
missionaries. Miracle cannot hold a supreme 
place in their message. The East is full of the 
tradition of miracle, and the miraculous in the 
Bible can be paralleled out of every great religion 
in the world and out of several that are not great. 
We confront our vast human world with the 
eternal gospel, not on account of dogma, miracle, 
or the special history of the greatest book in the 
earth ; we confront the whole human race with a 
gospel because Jesus Christ has repeated among 
men the moral life of God and because this supreme 
participant in the moral life of God has shown us 
the way into the same sublime and all-hallowing 
communion. We call the world's attention to 
Jesus because he above all men called the world's 
attention to God ; we call the world's attention to 
Jesus because be laid open the heart of eternal 
reality, because he showed that souls are the only 
permanent forces in the universe, God's soul and 
the souls of our race, and because in him the last 
grace of life shines supreme, the share, the glorious 
share, that mortals may here and now obtain in 
the dear and transcendent being of our Father in 
heaven. 

[18] 
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I began with the contrast in emphasis in the 
Old and the New Testaments upon the fleeting and 
the permanent in man's life. The Old Testament 
is great, but when we seek the full answer to 
human need we find the New Testament incom- 
parable. , When we read the book of Job we seem 
to be rehearsing the epic of our own and the 
world's doubt and sorrow. When we read the 
Psalms, those incomparable lyrics of the soul, we 
are still listening to the wail of life under grievous 
limitations and woes. When we read the prophets, 
those mighty men who laid the foundations of the 
moral faith of the world, we still confess that the 
burden of the Lord upon them reminds us of 
the weight and gloom under which we stagger on 
our way. When we read the Epistles we know 
that we have passed from death to life, we know 
that we are in a new world, sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, yet possessing all things; when 
we sit by the sea of Galilee and hear Jesus Christ 
unfold in parables the kingdom of love, when we 
hear him pray, when we behold him living and 
moving and having his being in the gladdening 
consciousness of God, we pass with him into 
the present experience of the Eternal We no 
longer sigh, "My days are swifter than a weaver's 

[19] 
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shuttle," "They haste away like an eagle after 
its prey," " We are like grass which groweth up. 
In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up ; 
in the evening it is cut down, and withereth. For 
we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath 
we are troubled." The sense of nothingness is 
gone. We are living now by justice, honor and 
mercy, by the moral mastery of ourselves and of 
our time; and this life while in time is not of 
time; it is life in God and for God. The just 
and merciful life is life in God; it is the life 
of freedom ; it is free from anxiety, fear, doubt, 
despair, death ; it is content with God and with 
its fate in God. 

What is your life? We can answer at once 
that it is all we have. The life of the body, the 
life of the mind, and the life of the soul merge in 
the existence of the human person. All our good 
and all our evil are here. Nothing can much 
avail that does not enrich and improve personal 
being; nothing can work us much harm that leaves 
high existence unscathed, untouched. Health, 
wealth, position, fame, influence, intellectual 
power, rich relations with the high minds of the 
race are good only as they raise personal existence 
to higher excellence, only as they impart to it a 
finer grace and nobility. If they leave the quality 
[20] 
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of personal being low, unimproved, they lie out- 
side the sphere of our utmost concern; they are 
vanity in the presence of the worm that gnaws and 
the fire that is unquenched. Our prosperity, our 
splendor and power are vain ; we are still in our 
sins. If misery is the essence of our personal 
being, what does it avail to possess the whole 
world? Here is the closet where the skeleton 
dwells, if skeleton there be. It is not in the body 
— that is well; it is not in the means of existence, 
for these are abundant ; it is not in position, be- 
cause that is honorable ; nor in repute, for that is 
fair; nor in intellectual power, for that is respect- 
able and, in many cases, eminent. All these rooms 
in our dwelling are open ; the sweet air and the 
gracious sunshine fill and flow through them. 
There is another door yet unlocked, another apart- 
ment into which we have not yet looked. What 
is the character of your personal being ? Are you 
just and kind, or unjust and cruel? Open the 
door into that inmost recess of your being and 
look upon the veritable character of your soul. 

The Greek Socrates said, under an unjust sen- 
tence of death, "There is no evil can happen to 
a good man in life or in death." The Christian 
Paul asks, "Who shall separate us from the love 
of God?" What conceptions we have here of 
[21] 
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goodness and love ! Abuse existence, degrade it 
into injustice and unkindness, corrupt it by greed 
and lust, dishonor it with shame and inhumanity, 
and there is no good can happen to you in life or 
in death ; there is no bond between you and good 
men and the good God but sorrow and pity. 
These cannot impart excellence to the existence 
that has willed and acted out of itself all worth ; 
these cannot cover the ugly flats of being from 
which the tide has receded. Salvation is excel- 
lence, worth of being in union with infinite excel- 
lence and worth ; where there is no excellence, no 
worth, no moral manhood, no justice and kindness 
regnant in the character there is no salvation. 
Personal being comes at last to two conditions 
and to two possibilities ; it is either a condition of 
worth or of worthlessness ; it is either a possibility 
of ascent into the heaven of Christian righteous- 
ness or it is a possibility of descent into the hell 
of a cruel soul. 

We begin to see the majesty of our Lord's words 
and their closeness to our profoundest and most 
vital need. We need existence renewed in honor, 
wrought over into worth, put into conscious pos- 
session of its divine meaning, charged with great 
ideals, moved by great purposes, filled with great 
loves, sharing in the life of the infinite excellence, 
[22] 
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in communion with the eternal God in Jesus 
Christ. We brush aside all definitions and de- 
scriptions of our Christianity that fall short of 
this or that obscure this, its supreme value. Our 
Christianity is, in the words of a great German, 
"Eternal life in the midst of time under the eyes 
and by the strength of God." " And this is life 
eternal, that they should know thee the only true 
God, and him whom thou didst send, even Jesus 

Christ" 



[28] 
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